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successor failed to be respected by Lewis XIII. Thus, though after the young king's death (May 1643) the regency of France was in the hands of a princess of Spanish birth (Anne of Austria), the policy of France pursued its consistent course, encouraged by the great victories of Conde' and Turenne, the successes of the Swedes, and the stir created on the eastern frontier by Prince George Kakoczy of Transylvania.
Peace had become an absolute necessity for the House of Austria, as well as for Bavaria, who sought by doubtful manoeuvres to hasten its conclusion, and for the other parts of the Empire, which foreign invasion and occupation had sucked dry of their very life's blood. Spain had been likewise unfortunate in her struggle against France, with whose ally, the United Provinces, Philip IV. concluded peace in January 1648.
The Peace of Westphalia, which followed in the autumn of the same year, did not put an end to the Religious persecutions whereby the Catholic powers Popacetsof0fthe continued from time to time to assert Westphalia. ^^ ^^ of counter-reformation; the Bohemian Protestants suffered anew in 1651 and 1652, and the Yaudois in 1655. Neither, of course, did it arrest the propaganda of private conversion, which was peculiarly active among the princely houses of the Empire and in other quarters in the latter half of the seventeenth century, nor allay the spirit of religious animosity between the Confessions. On the other hand, it put an end to the long-sustained endeavour, begun under Philip II., renewed under Ferdinand II., but never resumed after him, to re-establish the dominion of the Church of Eome over the whole of "Western c. H.                                                      *r